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ABrando kin, legitimate or not, begin grab

IRAQI MILITANTS BOASTED yesterday that they decapitated a
U.S. Marine, claiming they used his love affair with a young Arab
woman to lure him to a grisly death.

Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun’s captors promised to release video of
his execution, along with footage of another “infidel” foreigner be-
ing held hostage.

“We would like to inform you that the
Marine of Lebanese origin, Hassoun, has
been slaughtered,” the Ansar al-Sunna Ar-
my wrote in a statement posted on the In-
ternet.

“You are going to see the video with
your very own eyes soon.”

There was no independent confirma-
tion of the claim, and the video had not
surfaced by last night.

But if the report is true, Hassoun would
be the third hostage beheaded in Iraq
since May and the second captive Ameri-
can soldier militants claim to have killed
in a week — and the kidnappers vowed to
spill more blood.

“Withdraw your army and you will be
safe,” they said in their statement, which
was addressed to President Bush. “Or
else we will keep doing what we are do-
ing.”

Hassoun, who immigrated to the U.S.
from Lebanon four years ago, was last
seen in Iraq on June 19 and was reported
missing the next day.

A video aired by Al Jazeera television
on June 27 showed the 24-year-old trans-
lator blindfolded, with one of his captors
holding a large curved sword over his
neck.

The details of Hassoun’s disappearance
had been murky, but the militants suggest-
ed they used a woman to get to him.

“As your soldier had a love affair with a
young Arab woman, he has been lured
from the base,” they wrote.

At his family’s home in Utah, relatives
were in seclusion — waiting for word
from U.S. military officials.

“We hope and pray that this disturbing
news is only a rumor,” said Shuaib-Ud
Din, the imam of an area mosque.

“The loss of human life is regrettable
no matter who it is.”

In May, a group led by Jordanian terror
boss Abu Musab al-Zarqawi killed Ameri-
can businessman Nick Berg, who was
looking for work in Iraq.

With News Wire Services

tconnor@edit.nydailynews.com

X17

Young actresses Lindsay Lohan (left) and Tara Reid probably stopped traf-
fic on Robertson Ave. in Beverly Hills, where they appear to be well-armed
for their shopping spree targeting shoes and clothes.

BY MICHELLE CARUSO in Los
Angeles, GEORGE RUSH

and MAKI BECKER in N.Y.
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITERS

ONE DEAD MOVIE STAR.
Three ex-wives. As many as 15
legitimate and illegitimate kids.

It’s a recipe for the horror
that’s beginning to brew over
Marlon Brando’s will.

“The children are already fight-
ing over his possessions and
memorabilia,” said a friend who
didn’t want to be identified.
“Guards have been posted at his
house.”

While speculation had flour-
ished that the legendary actor

was living in squalor, friends
and his lawyer said that couldn’t
be further from the truth.

Brando’s house atop Mulhol-
land Drive in Beverly Hills is esti-
mated to be worth at least $20
million. Jack Nicholson lives in
another house built on the
sprawling estate.

There’s also Brando’s pristine
atoll in French Polynesia poten-
tially worth $200 million if sold
to investors eager to develop the
13 tiny islands into a resort.

Brando biographer Peter Man-
so said the actor also bought
more real estate under various
corporate entities in Southern
California and Illinois.

“He’s very secretive,” Manso
said.

High-profile divorce lawyer
Bernard Clair said if Brando had
fallen behind on alimony pay-
ments to his ex-spouses, they
could demand a piece of whatev-
er is left behind.

“If in fact they can show that
there was debt to them, then
they will be in a good position,”
Clair said. “If that entails de-
manding and requesting the
sale of assets, they can force
that.”

Raoul Felder, another famed
divorce lawyer, said it’s common
for men with multiple ex-spous-

es to leave behind messy es-
tates.

“They’ll do anything to get rid
of wife No. 3,” Felder hypothe-
sized. “They’ll end up giving
away 215% of their estate.”

Manso speculated that Bran-
do “probably planned an estate
down to the last detail [or] may
have overplanned. Knowing
him, he could have left five
wills.”

The fight over Tetiaroa, off Ta-
hiti,, may be the nastiest to
come. The actor bought the
rights in 1966 after filming “Mu-
tiny on the Bounty.” Brando
spent millions trying to turn it in-

to an eco-retreat, spurning buy-
out offers.

The 14 spartan bungalows
Brando’s family built for guests
are no longer open, largely be-
cause the nearby airstrip was
deemed unsafe.

Back in Hollywood, a steady
trickle of fans made their way to
Brando’s star along the Walk of
Fame yesterday to pay final re-
spects.

“He’s one of my idols,” said
Derreyl Prejean, 40, of Lake-
wood, Calif. “It’s because of him
that guys started wearing black
leather jackets.”

mbecker@edit.nydailynews.com

Iraqi thugs:
Marine slain
Militants say he was beheaded

BY TRACY CONNOR
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s Prime Minister is con-
sidering offering an amnesty to insurgents
who fought the U.S.-led occupation, even
some who killed Americans.

Iyad Allawi’s spokesman even suggest-
ed past attacks on U.S. troops were legiti-
mate acts of resistance — a sign his boss
wants to paint himself as a nationalist.

“If [a guerrilla] was in opposition
against the Americans, that will be justi-
fied because it was an occupation force,”
said spokesman Georges Sada yesterday.

Choking the brutal 14-month insurgen-
cy is the top priority of the government.

Yesterday, insurgents killed seven Iraqi
soldiers in a bombing at a checkpoint.

Also yesterday, the general who once
ran Abu Ghraib prison said Israelis may
have helped interrogate Iraqis elsewhere.
Brig. Gen. Janis Karpinski told the BBC
that an Israeli on a visit to a Baghdad intel-
ligence center said he was helping out.

Any Israeli forces in Iraq would inflame
opinion in the Muslim world. Israel denied
yesterday that it had anyone involved in
Iraqi interrogations. The Associated Press

Amnesty
for killers?
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the ground when Munson pushes the 
throttle all the way forward. Witnesses 
on nearby Interstate 77 are alarmed by 
the dangerously low-fl ying aircraft, the 
runway still a couple of thousand feet 
away. In his rear-facing seat, Anderson 
has turned around and faces forward so 
he can help. Now he faces toward the rear 
and kneels down and braces for the crash 
he knows is coming.

n n n
During his stay with the Murcers in 

Chicago, Munson fi nds a small airport to 
fl y in and out of. Lou and Anita Piniella 
are also staying with the Murcers. Mun-
son wants Bobby and Kay to fl y back to 
Canton with him Wednesday night after 
the game. “You don’t have enough hours 
in that thing for me to fl y with you,” Murc-
er tells him, only half-joking.

The Murcers and their two children 
all go to the airport  and sit with Mun-
son in the Citation before he takes off. 
The interior is Yankee blue. It’s a beau-
tiful new plane and Munson seems very 
proud of it.

“Why don’t you go down to the end 
of the runway and watch me take off?
 Munson says.

The Murcers drive down the runway, 
and soon Thurman Munson and N15NY 

are zooming toward them, sleek and fast 
and with a rush of full-throttle roar. Bob-
by Murcer turns to Kay: “I cannot believe 
that Thurman is up there in that powerful 
machine all by himself.”

“And then the plane disappeared into 
the night,” says Murcer. “It was the last 
time I saw him.” 

n n n
4:02 p.m. The cockpit is quiet as N15NY 
keeps going down. Munson keeps on fl y-
ing, hoping for lift that doesn’t come. “He 
went too slow and basically dropped 
out of the sky,” George Ackley says. The 
plane rips into treetops and Munson stays 
steady, and even as a wing is ripped off 
he tries to ease it down. N15NY hits the 
ground 870 feet from Runway 19, and 
skids through the low brush of a sloping, 
uncultivated fi eld. It careens into a ditch, 
ripping off the nose gear and through 
small trees and then slams into a mas-
sive tree stump, spinning around and 
kicking forward and coming to rest on 
Greensburg Road, a two-lane strip of as-
phalt just outside the airport fence. Run-
way 19 is still 600 feet away, at the top of 
a 50-foot embankment.

N15NY is stopped, at last. Hall and An-
derson each have the same incredulous 
thought: “We’re on the ground. We’re 
still alive. We actually are going to sur-

vive this.”
Says Anderson, “Thurman fl ew that 

airplane to the last nanosecond. He kept 
it under control and brought us down. He 
never panicked. He saved our lives.”

Munson’s legs are pinned by the 
crushed fuselage. The main cabin door 
is jammed shut and his seat is loose, 
smashed off its track. His face is bleed-
ing from slamming into the panel. Thur-
man Munson can’t free himself. Any mo-
ment the plane is going to go up. The pilot 
is worried about his friends.

“Are you guys okay?” he asks. They are 
the last words he will ever speak.

Hall leans over and tries to free Mun-
son, but can’t, and Anderson tries to open 
the door right behind the pilot’s seat, but 
it won’t budge. 

“Thurman was unconscious,” Ander-
son says. “We just couldn’t get him out 
of there. We tried, but we just couldn’t 
budge him. Smoke and fi re were enter-
ing the cabin, and when I opened the em-
rgency door, fl ames shot in and it was so 
intense we didn’t have any choice.”

Anderson dives through the fl ames to 
the ground, and Hall follows.

“We had to leave that airplane know-

ing that Thurman was not coming with 
us,” Anderson says. 

He and Hall are taken to area hospi-
tals, suffering from second- and third-de-
gree burns.

Fire and rescue trucks arrive with-
in minutes. It takes 30-40 seconds for 
the fl ames to be doused. It is too late for 
the Yankee captain, who is overcome by 
smoke and heat at the controls of N15NY. 
He likely would’ve been fi ne if the plane 
had not hit the stump. He is pronounced 
dead at the scene by the Summit County 
coroner. According to the NTSB report, 
“the pilot died from the effects of fi re.” 
There has not been a fatality at Akron 
Canton Regional Airport since that day.

n n n
4:45 p.m. The doorbell rings at the Mun-
son home in North Canton. The kids come 
running. “Daddy’s home!” they yell. Di-
ana Munson looks quickly through the 
door before she opens it. It is Don Ar-
men, the head of the fl ying school at the 
airport, along with two colleagues. She 
knows right away this is not good. She fi g-
ures Thurman might’ve been hurt. That 
must be it.

“There’s been an accident at the air-

A passenger in an automobile traveling south-
easterly on Interstate 77 . . . stated that the air-
craft crossed from left to right in front of the au-

tomobile. He fi rst saw the aircraft to his left 
about 400 to 500 feet away. He then saw it about 
150 to 200 feet directly in front of his automobile 

. . . He then saw red fl ames and black smoke.

The pilot’s injuries prevented him from extricating himself. The pas-
sengers were unable to remove the pilot before the cockpit and cab-

in environment became intolerable. . . The evidence indicates that the 
injuries to the pilot’s head and neck were caused by the pilot’s head 
striking the instrument panel . . . This caused the dislocation of the 

cervical vertebrae and consequent spinal cord damage . . . Postcrash 
fi re was also a major survivability factor. 

THURMAN 
MUNSON’S
FINAL
HOUR

Munson’s 
4-year-old 
son, Michael, 
dons his dad’s 
pinstripes 
at funeral.

Continued from previous page
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