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ALBANY — The state’s budget impasse has landed
squarely in front of Gov. Pataki.

Senate Majority Leader Joe Bruno (R-Rensselaer) and
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver (D-Manhattan)
agreed last night to a hybrid borrowing plan aimed at
bailing the state out of its fiscal swamp.

But Pataki still won’t go along.
“I still have reservations about their plan,” Pataki said

at a National Guard base in Schenectady County.
In principle, Silver and Bruno now back Pataki’s pro-

posal to raise $4.2 billion by borrowing against tobacco
settlement money slated to flow to the state.

Where they differ from Pataki’s
plan is that they would guarantee
the bonds with personal income tax
revenue, using that money only if
there was not enough tobacco mon-
ey coming in to cover repayment
costs.

Silver at first resisted tapping to-
bacco settlement funds, but went
along with the idea after some nudg-
ing from Bruno, a Pataki ally.

The governor wants to avoid in-
cluding income tax in the package,
fearing it could worsen the state’s
credit rating. To balance its books by the end of the fis-
cal year — Monday — Albany must close an immediate
$2.5 billion gap. Legislators then face another deficit of
at least $9 billion in the fiscal year that begins Tuesday.
 Joe Mahoney
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Even as his boss wields the budget ax over his depart-
ment, Fire Commissioner Nicholas Scoppetta is calling
for the city to hire more firefighters and keep firehouses
open.

The commissioner, speaking to the City Council’s Fire
and Criminal Justice Services Committee, said hiring 300
new firefighters would save the FDNY in overtime costs.

But on the issue of firehouse closings, he acknowl-
edged he may be overruled by Mayor Bloomberg, who is
grappling with a $3.5 billion budget gap. “If I had my dru-
thers, I would not be closing any firehouses, not a single
one,” he said. “I don’t have my druthers.”

Citing the 343 FDNY members lost in the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks, and an expected $125 million in overtime
costs, Scoppetta told Council members new hires are
needed to meet minimum staffing requirements.

The department is 642 members short of its authorized
strength, he said. He said he hopes the mayor will ap-
prove bringing on 300 new firefighters expected to gradu-
ate from the Fire Academy next month.

The commissioner also insisted a proposal to close
eight firehouses to save $10.8 million annually is not a
done deal, though he acknowledged it could still happen.
He said the blue-ribbon panel which he heads, put togeth-
er by Bloomberg to explore the possibility of firehouse
closings, has extended its reporting deadline until April
21. Frank Lombardi
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A shift in budget triangle
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By WAYNE COFFEY
DAILY NEWS SPORTS WRITER

Harrison Apar would’ve
liked being in the paper
this morning. He would’ve

changed the circumstances, of
course, but even so, would not
have complained about it.

There was never a complaint
from Harrison Apar, who died at
age 15 Friday night in Philadel-
phia Children’s Hospital. He was
37 inches tall and 37 pounds, an
avid sportsman and aspiring
sports writer, a dwarf who, by ev-
ery account, packed an oversized
spirit into an undersized body.

Apar, of Yorktown Heights in
northern Westchester, was a
straight-A student and one of the
most popular students at York-
town High School, and the proof
was there to see last night, when
the flag was at half-staff, the
band played soulful music and
some 500 students, family and
friends turned out for a memorial
service in his honor.

“He’s probably the most secure
person I’ve ever met,” said Billy
Gaffney, 16, a sophomore who
was co-sports editor with Apar of
the school paper, The Voice, and
his best friend. “He just loved
challenges. Even though he was
3-foot-1, his attitude and person-
ality could light up a room.”

Minutes earlier, Gaffney had
walked up to a microphone and
said, “I’ve never had a friend
quite like him, and I probably
never will.”

From the first moment of the
service to the end, the evening
was about how everyone in the
room could learn a lot from how
Harrison Apar lived: diving in, go-
ing for it, embracing each day, be-
neath a tattered Super Bowl visor.

“Harrison was treated like any-
one else — as if he were 5-feet or
6-feet tall,” said Bruce Apar, Harri-
son’s father, his wife Elyse, snugly
next to him, daughter Elissa, not
far away. Bruce Apar paused. His
voice trembled. “There’s no way
we can express our gratitude for
what you’ve done. We get our
strength from all of you being here
tonight.”

Principal Dr. Dan Brenner in-
voked the sports cliche about how
the best athletes make everyone
around them better, and said that’s
how it was with Harrison in school.
Student after student, teacher after
teacher, backed him up.

Apar played basketball,
though he came up to opponent’s
thighs. He umpired and officiat-

ed youth baseball and basketball,
though he was smaller than the
participants. He loved Ichiro,
Joe Girardi, Tiger Woods and Syr-
acuse basketball, and rarely
seemed happier than when his fa-
ther, a corporate communica-
tions consultant, would come
home with another fistful of tick-
ets — to Yankee Stadium, the
Olympics, the Super Bowl.

Once Harrison was introduced
to ESPN Radio’s Tony Kornheis-
er through a family friend. When

Kornheiser offhandedly said dur-
ing a slow moment on his show
that they needed a midget on a
skateboard to deliver coffee, Har-
rison Apar E-mailed him.

“If you are looking for a midget
on a skateboard, I’m your man.”

A video clip showed Harrison
posing with Shaquille O’Neal
and Hakeem Olajuwon in a hotel
lobby during the 1996 Olympics.
Another showed him preening
around a stage in drag, belting
out Aretha Franklin’s “Respect,”

others catching him cavorting
with Hall of Famers Phil Rizzuto
and Frank Robinson during an
autograph signing.

“What took you so long?” Rob-
inson said to Harrison, with a
warm laugh.

Doug Press used to coach Apar
on a Yorktown Athletic Club bas-
ketball team.

“He played for four years
knowing he’d never see the ball
go through the hoop,” Press said.
“He couldn’t even hit the net, but

it never stopped him. He’s a
small person who had the cour-
age of 10 people.”

Said Bruce Apar, “He just want-
ed to be out there, one of the
guys.”

Harrison Apar had lifelong
heart and lung problems, and he
couldn’t play much in recent
years. He had two open-heart sur-
geries, and a third was set for last
Thursday, his father’s birthday.
Apar loved to write, and hours be-
fore the surgery, he borrowed his
father’s laptop and began, “It is
the night before my third open-
heart surgery, and for reasons un-
beknownst to my peers, I am not
nervous.”

Near the end he said his hope
was “to give my dad a refreshing
birthday gift wrapped in flesh — a
son’s healthy heart.”

The surgery seemed to go fine,
but the next day complications set
in. Harrison wasn’t getting
enough oxygen. Organs began to
shut down. Bruce Apar was hold-
ing his son’s hand and talking to
him about Syracuse’s victory over
Manhattan in the NCAAs, but
then he was asked to leave, and a
half-dozen doctors circled his
son’s bed. Nurses were running to-
ward them, pushing a machine
that would maybe get Harrison
more oxygen, everything getting
frantic. Bruce and Elyse stood in
the hallway, Bruce wearing a
yarmulke, saying prayers, hoping
this wasn’t as bad as it looked.

At 9:10 Friday night, Harrison
Apar’s heart gave out. He was bur-
ied on Monday. The outpourings
and hugs have come nonstop, es-
pecially last night, when most of a
school turned out to remember a
37-inch sophomore who had
changed their lives.

For a recent school assignment,
Harrison Apar had to write a story
celebrating his 100th birthday. He
wrote of his rich and diverse life,
his Pulitzer Prize, his career in
newspapers and at ESPN, and all
the books he’d written, including
his autobiography, “Looking Up:
The World As I Know it.”

As he got to the end, Harrison
Apar wrote of himself, “His
perspective on life was

unique, one that no one had ever
considered before. He knew thou-
sands of people, and he rarely met
an individual that disliked him.”

Harrison Apar had written the
truth, and as they filed out of the
Yorktown High gym last night, ev-
eryone found comfort in that.

“I cannot imagine my son being
anyone but Harrison,” Bruce Apar
said.

Gathering ofmates, family
salutes life of a good sport

BIG MAN

TEAM PLAYER Harrison Apar has a ball on hoop team and also worked games as a referee.

RON ANTONELLI

Bruce and Elyse
Apar address
gathering at
memorial service for
their son Harrison
last night at
Yorktown High
School, where he
was an athlete,
sports writer and
leader.

7
9

I
m

 
D

A
ILY

N
EW

S
l

W
ednesday,

M
arch

2
6
,
2
0
0
3


