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By WARREN WOODBERRY Jr., JONATHAN LEMIRE and DON SINGLETON
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITERS

A Rikers Island guard was shot to death and three
other people were wounded when gunfire erupted
during a crowded party in Queens early yesterday.

Police said the dead man, city Correction Officer
Gregory Goff, 24, was shot in the chest as bullets
flew in a fight between two other men who both
wanted to dance with the same woman.

“At first I thought somebody
had popped a balloon,” said one
frightened witness. “There was
a pause and then ‘bang, bang,
bang.’ I was near the door. Peo-
ple came rushing towards me. I
got out.”

The shooting broke out about
3 a.m. in Lebanon Lodge No. 54,
a Masonic temple at 107-51 Guy
R. Brewer Blvd. in South Jamai-
ca, where between 100 and 200
people were gathered for a com-
bination birthday-Valentine’s
Day party, police said.

City Councilman Allan Jen-
nings (D-Queens), who spoke
with investigators, said the alter-
cation began when a man asked
a woman to dance and she re-
fused.

The man danced with one of
the woman’s girlfriends, then ap-
proached the first woman, lifted
his shirt to show a pistol, and
said, “This is for your boy-
friend,” Jennings said.

Angry words were ex-

changed, police say, and the
man drew his 9-mm. handgun
and began firing point-blank in-
to the crowd, hitting four peo-
ple, including Goff, who had
been standing off to the side.

What happened next in the
chaotic scene was unclear, but a
total of 15 rounds were fired.

Police took two men into cus-
tody and released one late last
night, law enforcement sources
said. Cops were continuing to
question the second man, but no
charges had been filed, the
sources said.

Goff, shot once in the torso,
was taken to Mary Immaculate
Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead at 3:30 a.m.

The other victims were hospi-
talized, but their injuries were
not life-threatening, police said.

Goff, who was single, had
been a correction officer since
June 2002, according to Correc-
tion Department spokesman Th-
omas Antenen, who said Goff
was authorized to carry a weap-
on while off duty, but did not fire
or even draw it during the inci-
dent.

At the age of 19, as a second-
year student at John Jay College
of Criminal Justice, Goff told an
interviewer he dreamed of be-
coming an FBI agent or a homi-
cide detective.

At the two-story, aluminum-
sided frame house in South
Ozone Park where Goff had
lived with his grandparents
since the age of 7, his grand-
mother Mildred Butler stood on
the front porch.

“He was my whole life,” said
Butler. “He never got into trou-
ble. . . . When he walked out
last night, the last thing he said
was, ‘Grandma, I’m all right.’ ”

As Butler said that, a car
pulled up, and Goff’s mother,
Stephanie Housey of Brooklyn,
emerged, wailing.

“I want my son,” she cried. “I
want my child.”
 With Tom Raftery

Queens shooting
kills 1, wounds 3
Off-duty Rikers guard slain after party quarrelBy CARRIE MELAGO

and JONATHAN LEMIRE
DAILY NEWS WRITERS

A jewelry dealer was as-
saulted in the vestibule of
her upper East Side apart-
ment building and robbed
of almost $300,000 worth of
gems, police said yesterday.

Lois Nulman, 51, was
slammed against a wall in
her tony E. 65th St. building
at 2 p.m. Friday by three
men who had followed her
from a nearby parking ga-
rage, a law enforcement
source said.

“[The suspects] knew ex-
actly what they were do-
ing,” said neighbor Darran
Brown, 36. “I would say it
was calculated.”

Nulman, who ran her an-
tique jewelry distribution
company out of her apart-
ment, had recently returned
from a trade show, which
was why she was carrying
so much merchandise, the
source said.

Nulman had noticed
three men loitering at the
garage when she parked
her car, a few blocks from
her building, but thought
she had eluded them on her
walk home, police said.

When she reached her
lobby, however, the three
men shoved her and made
off with her bag of jewelry
after a brief struggle. The
exact contents of the bag
were not released, but they
were valued at $295,000, po-
lice said.

Nulman refused medical
attention at the scene.

“She’s shook up but she’s
okay,” said her landlord,
Konstantino Draga, who
said Nulman had lived in
the building for 20 years.

The assault occurred un-
derneath the building’s
closed-circuit camera, but
the device didn’t contain
any videotape at the time,
Draga said.

Nulman, who specialized
in Victorian jewelry, is a fre-
quent presence at a weekly
antiques flea market at Pub-
lic School 183 on E. 67th
St., according to dealers
there. They expressed
shock at the attack.

“She’s always a positive
force. She’s one of the good
people in the business,”
said Michael Rabinowitz,
50. “She’s a dealer’s dealer.”

Anyone with information
is asked to call (800)
577-TIPS.

Perps
pinch
bag of
bling

DEBBIE EGAN-CHIN DAILY NEWS

GONE Shooting death yesterday of Correction Officer Gregory
Goff, 24, in Queens pains his mom, Stephanie Housey (below).
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Seeking its 32nd Davis Cup title, the 
U.S. took on Austria, a nation that has 
gone Cup-less forever. The Americans 
have never lost a fi rst round at home and 
on a green hardcourt that resembled an 
oversized mouse pad, captain Patrick 
McEnroe’s team of U.S. Open champion 
Andy Roddick, Robby Ginepri, Mardy Fish 
and Bob and Mike Bryan — twin broth-
ers who are the No. 1 doubles team in the 
world — went in as heavy favorites.

The 104-year-old Davis Cup consists of 
four rounds over 11 months, 16 countries 
competing amid fi erce pockets of patriotic 
fervor, as athletes in a normally individual-
istic sport meld into a team to play for their 
country. Like the Ryder Cup in golf, it has a 
wholly different feel from the weekly whirl 
of the tour — an event marked by boister-
ous behavior by fans and intense bonding 
by players, capped by a three-day crucible 
of international tennis.

The Americans lost to Croatia in the fi rst 
round last year, and needed a heroic effort 
from Fish against Karol Kucera of Slova-
kia last fall to avoid falling out of the Da-
vis Cup’s top tier. They think they can win 
it all this year.

The Daily News was with the players 
in the locker room, on the practice court, 
at team dinners and in the lounge, a frat 
week with slots and high-powered serves. 
Here’s a chronicle of the Davis Cup week 
that was, on the reservation:

TUESDAY 
Roddick arrives and stumbles come-

dically out of his limo. “I can make ballet 
physical,” he says. He is in good spirits, de-
spite losing his No. 1 ranking with his fi ve-
set loss to Marat Safi n in the Australian 
Open quarters the week before. Spend-
ing Super Bowl Sunday with his girlfriend, 
Mandy Moore — and winning a Super 
Bowl pool — didn’t hurt. The best Amer-
ican player of his generation may be sur-
rounded by 300,000 feet of gaming space, 
but Tom and Pete Pistone, the North Bell-
more, L.I., brothers and former New York 
City cops who ably handle team security, 
won’t have to worry about pulling him off 
a craps table at 3 a.m.

“I don’t even want to start. I don’t trust 
myself. I’m too compulsive,” Roddick says 
as he stretches in the locker room.

Mike Bryan, the righthanded half of the 
twins, saunters out of the U.S. locker room 
and greets Tom Pistone.

“How’s your hip?” Pistone asks Bryan, 
who has a touch of arthritis.

“Fine, how’s yours?” Bryan replies. Pis-
tone had a hip replaced two years ago. 

At the close of a 45-minute hitting ses-
sion with team practice partner Robert 
Yim, Roddick turns his racket around, 
clutches the frame with two hands and 
takes some baseball swings at tennis balls, 
McEnroe doing the pitching. Roddick hits 
a few fl ares before cranking a ball into the 

By WAYNE COFFEY
DAILY NEWS SPORTS WRITER

U
NCASVILLE, Conn. — The world’s oldest annual international 
sporting event came to a distinctly new-fangled location last 
week, on a 240-acre riverside reservation in the hills of south-

eastern Connecticut. In a town named for a 17th century chief (Sa-
chem Uncas) and a casino named for a tribe (Mohegan Sun), fi ve 
of the best tennis players in the country began competition for a 
trophy named for a Harvard tennis player (Dwight Davis).

Behind the scenes with 
Team USA at Davis Cup 

KINGSKINGS OF THE COURT

Andy Roddick leads Team 
USA in the Davis Cup 
but also fi nds time for a 
little fun. When they’re 
not playing tennis on a 
court, the players enjoy 
the table-top version. 
Robby Ginepri (below l.) 
and Mardy Fish engage 
in a friendly game of 
Ping-Pong.
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